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Foreword
The South East Queensland Regional Plan is the key plan for managing growth and 
development of South East Queensland (SEQ), Australia’s fastest growing metropolitan 
region. The region is unique with a diverse landscape, sound economy, strong sense of 
community identity, and lifestyle that attracts many visitors and residents alike.

The South East Queensland Regional Plan 2005–2026, the first statutory regional plan 
for the region, was released in June 2005 and enjoys wide community support.

Since then, SEQ has experienced a period of massive population and economic growth. 
The sustained growth of the region has brought with it new challenges in managing 
our growth, including housing affordability, transport congestion and climate change. 
The state government brought forward the review of the plan to ensure that these 
challenges are met and our region’s great lifestyle is protected. 

The Draft South East Queensland Regional Plan 2009–2031 (draft SEQ Regional Plan) 
takes a balanced approach to how and where SEQ will grow. It continues to protect 
the region from urban sprawl, focusing urban growth into the Urban Footprint and 
enhancing the regulations introduced in 2004 to control development. It preserves 
the region’s landscape, open spaces and farmland and ensures that the environmental 
quality of the region is maintained. 

The key to the region’s future is making better use of our existing urban areas. This 
is achieved through creating attractive and well-planned development, and by locating 
activity centres at key sites along the transport network to provide transport options 
and help reduce congestion. 

We need to get the balance right: unless we plan today for tomorrow, we risk losing 
the things that make SEQ such a great place to live.

The SEQ Regional Plan is supported by the South East Queensland Infrastructure Plan 
and Program which is released annually, laying the foundation for infrastructure and 
development to accommodate the needs of the region.

The draft SEQ Regional Plan has been prepared through consultation and cooperation 
of the state and local government to address the region’s values, challenges and 
opportunities. The Queensland Government maintains its partnership with the Council 
of Mayors (SEQ) to plan a sustainable future for the region through the review and 
implementation of the SEQ Regional Plan.

The next vital step involves seeking the ideas and concerns of the community in SEQ. 
Your views are needed to finalise the SEQ Regional Plan and we strongly encourage 
your feedback during the public consultation process.

The release of the draft SEQ Regional Plan gives you the opportunity to have your say, 
get involved and help shape the future development of SEQ.

The Honourable Anna Bligh MP 
Premier of Queensland

The Honourable Paul Lucas MP
Deputy Premier and Minister for 
Infrastructure and Planning

The Right Honourable, the Lord Mayor 
of Brisbane, and the Council of Mayors 
(SEQ) Chairman  

Councillor Campbell Newman
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